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Stokesley Hockey Club - Travel and Fuel Expenses Policy
1. Purpose
Stokesley Hockey Club recognises that travelling to away fixtures can result in additional costs for players, parents and volunteers who provide transport.
The purpose of this policy is to provide a fair and consistent contribution towards fuel and travel costs while encouraging members to share transport wherever reasonably possible.
The Club operates a fixed-zone travel contribution, rather than reimbursing individual mileage or actual fuel expenditure.
2. Eligibility
Travel expenses may be claimed for travel to an official Stokesley Hockey Club away fixture where the following conditions are met:
· There must be a minimum of three match-fee-paying Stokesley Hockey Club members travelling in the vehicle.
· The person making the claim may be either:
· a Club member; or
· a parent or guardian who has provided transport.
· Only one travel expense claim may be made per vehicle per fixture.
· The three eligible members must have travelled in the vehicle for the relevant journey.
· The members travelling must be participating in the fixture and liable to pay the applicable match fee.
The driver does not have to be one of the match-fee-paying members. For example, a parent transporting three eligible junior players may make a claim.
3. Travel Zones and Payments
The amount payable is determined by the location of the away fixture.
	Zone
	Area
	Contribution per Vehicle

	Zone 1
	Teesside
	£0.00

	Zone 2
	Durham / Newcastle
	£10.00

	Zone 3
	Further afield
	£20.00


The payment is a fixed contribution per vehicle, irrespective of the vehicle used, actual mileage travelled, fuel consumption or number of eligible passengers above the minimum requirement.
4. Zone 1 – Teesside
No travel or fuel expenses are payable for fixtures classified by the Club as being within the Teesside area.
Members are encouraged to share transport where possible, but no reimbursement will be made for these journeys.
5. Zone 2 – Durham / Newcastle
A contribution of £10.00 per eligible vehicle may be claimed for away fixtures within the Durham and Newcastle area.
The vehicle must be transporting at least three match-fee-paying Club members.
6. Zone 3 – Further Afield
A contribution of £20.00 per eligible vehicle may be claimed for away fixtures classified as further afield.
The vehicle must be transporting at least three match-fee-paying Club members.
For the purposes of this policy, Zone 3 covers away fixtures outside the normal Teesside, Durham and Newcastle areas.
Where there is any uncertainty regarding which zone applies to a fixture, the Club Committee's decision will determine the appropriate zone.
7. Examples
Example 1 – Newcastle away fixture
A member drives themselves and two other match-fee-paying players to Newcastle.
There are three eligible players in the vehicle, so the driver may claim £10.00.
Example 2 – Newcastle away fixture with two players
A member drives themselves and one other match-fee-paying player to Newcastle.
There are only two eligible players in the vehicle, so no travel expenses can be claimed.
Example 3 – Parent providing transport
A parent drives three junior players who are all match-fee-paying members to a Zone 3 away fixture.
The parent may claim £20.00, even though they are not themselves a Club member or playing in the fixture.
Example 4 – Four players travelling together
Four match-fee-paying members travel together in one vehicle to a Zone 3 fixture.
One claim of £20.00 may be made for the vehicle. The payment is not increased because four players travelled.
8. Making a Claim
Claims should be submitted to the individual team captain and should include:
· the date of the fixture;
· the team;
· the opposition and venue;
· the applicable travel zone;
· the name of the person making the claim; and
· the names of the match-fee-paying members transported in the vehicle.
Claims should be submitted within a reasonable period following the fixture and before the months end.
The Club may verify claims against team selections, match records and match-fee payments before reimbursement is authorised.
9. Car Sharing
The purpose of the travel contribution is to help with the cost of travelling to away fixtures while encouraging sensible car sharing.
Where practical, players and parents are encouraged to coordinate transport so that vehicles contain at least three match-fee-paying members.
There is no automatic entitlement to expenses simply because a member has driven to an away fixture. The eligibility requirements within this policy must be met.
10. Exceptions
Any exceptional circumstances that do not meet the normal requirements of this policy must be agreed by the Club Committee or an authorised Club official.
Expenses should not be assumed to be payable unless approval has been given.
11. Responsibility of Drivers
Anyone providing transport does so using their own vehicle and remains responsible for ensuring that:
· the vehicle is roadworthy and legally compliant;
· appropriate motor insurance is in place;
· the driver holds the appropriate driving licence;
· all passengers use appropriate seat belts or restraints; and
· any legal requirements relating to the transportation of children or young people are followed.
Payment of a Club travel contribution does not transfer responsibility for the vehicle or journey to Stokesley Hockey Club.
12. Review
This policy will be reviewed periodically by the Stokesley Hockey Club Committee.
The Club reserves the right to amend the travel zones, eligibility requirements or contribution amounts where necessary.
Approved by: Stokesley Hockey Club Committee
Effective from: September 2026
Review date: July 2027 – following AGM
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